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SUMMIT VIEW OF THE MAIN POINT

When we are on mission for Jesus, we will face opposition, be led by His Spirit, and become more like
Jesus in the process.

INTRODUCTION / ICE BREAKER

 

Over the course of the last week or two, what was your highest high and your lowest low?

Looking back, how do you see God at work during both the high and the low? Did you notice how He was working
at the time or only in hindsight?

The gospel influences every aspect of our lives. Every relationship and responsibility we have is one that God has given us for
His purpose of making His Name great. In all these things, there are good times and bad times. We may not always be aware
of exactly what God is up to in our lives, but we can know this: He is working in all things to accomplish His mission of
spreading the good news all over the world.

This is the message of Acts: God working in the lives of His saints to spread the gospel. Today’s study quickly overviews the
core of the Book of Acts: Paul’s three missionary journeys—journeys full of highs and lows. By overviewing these journeys,
we see how God has called each of us to live for Him and trust Him with every aspect of our lives.

GETTING AN UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

In the early stages of Paul’s first missionary journey, we see that opposition is a common theme in the lives of those who live
on mission for Him.

 

PART 1 - 9/21/16

READ ACTS 14:1-7.

How did Paul and Barnabas respond to the growing opposition against them? What does this tell us about their
relationship with God?

What factors likely motivated Paul and Barnabas to press on? What motivates you in your ministry efforts?
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How can we know whether to continue to serve in the face of violent opposition or to move on to other areas of
service?

Paul and Barnabas were driven by their devotion to Christ and the lostness of people. These two factors also motivate us to
persevere in missions involvement. Our devotion to the Lord, coupled with a burden for the world’s lost people, will prevent
us from giving up when times get tough. Ministry in the face of growing opposition is never easy. Even though God placed His
stamp of approval on the missionaries’ ministry at Iconium, controversy continued to mount.

 

APPLICATION
 

With what attitude should we face difficulties that come because of our faith? Read John 16:33. How
does looking toward the ultimate fulfillment of our salvation help us?

 

 

PART 2 - 9/28/16

 

READ ACTS 16:6-10.

Paul’s second missionary journey highlights in a unique way the leadership of the Holy Spirit in our mission endeavours.

How do you think Paul might have felt after twice being prevented from carrying out his intentions (vv. 6-7)?

Have you ever been frustrated by the Holy Spirit’s leading because it seemed to contradict your plans?

Twice the Holy Spirit prevented Paul from taking the gospel to the regions of western Asia and along the Black Sea. This is
the only place in the Bible that talks about the Holy Spirit leading through prevention. He led Paul to the town of Troas. Paul
knew God had some purpose for bringing him to Troas, but he had no idea what it was. Then, in the middle of the night, Paul
had a vision of a Macedonian man calling for him to come help them. From that vision Paul was directed to a new ministry in
Macedonia (16:6-10).

READ ACTS 20:17-38.

Excerpts from Paul’s third missionary illustrate how God makes us more and more like Him as we serve Him.

What character traits did Paul indicate he had modeled for the Ephesians (vv. 18-19)? Why do you think those two
traits were important to Paul’s ministry?

Paul specifically mentioned his humility and perseverance. He had served God with great humility, but he hadn’t always
found his ministry among them to be easy. He particularly focused on the opposition of the Jews. Such experiences reminded
the elders that Christian servants often encounter opposition and hardship.

How can humility and perseverance be helpful to believers today? What are some other character traits of one
who is setting a Christian example for others?

In what ways did Paul say he was an exemplary witness for the gospel (vv. 20-21)? What are some other traits of
an exemplary witness?
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Effective Christian witness is always open and honest. It reaches out to all, to people of every background, race, and class. It
includes not just those who are like us, but those quite different from us. It acknowledges that all of us are sinners and in
need of the salvation that is to be found in Jesus Christ alone (Acts 4:12).

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

To whom is the Holy Spirit leading you to share the gospel with? Pray for and seek after opportunities to connect
with that person.

Who is watching and learning about evangelism from you? How are you a godly example for them?

PRAY

Close in prayer, asking God to give us the courage, faith, and endurance we need to persevere during the
lowest of lows we face as we carry out His work in the world. Thank Him for Jesus’ work on the cross,
which brings us peace and hope in the day when all our hardships are removed. Pray that you will take
advantage of opportunities to witness to the people God places in their lives. Ask God to root in you a
desire to be an effective gospel witness and a godly example for others in the faith.

COMMENTARY

ACTS 14:1-7

14:1. Having been run out of Pisidian Antioch, Paul and Barnabas regrouped and targeted another important city for
evangelization—Iconium. The city was an important trade center and probably the most important city in the area. Paul’s
ministry there shows again his interest in reaching major population centers. The approach Paul and Barnabas used at
Iconium was the same as at Pisidian Antioch—they went as usual into the Jewish synagogue. Paul never lost his desire to see
Israel saved (see Rom. 9:1-4). Even though most of his fellow Jews would reject the gospel again and again, Paul’s normal
pattern when entering a new city was to preach in the synagogue. Once again he preached so powerfully that a great number
of Jews and Gentiles believed.

14:2. As in Pisidian Antioch, unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles against the missionaries. Once again a small number of
Jews created trouble for Paul and Barnabas. How did they turn the people against the missionaries? They poisoned their
minds. The word translated poisoned means to harm or to embitter. It denotes that which is destructive, injurious, or evil. The
Jews used rational arguments designed not merely to have the people run Paul and Barnabas out of town but to have the
people harm them.

14:3. Although their enemies sought to do Paul and Barnabas harm, God gave the missionaries a long and effective ministry.
They persisted not only in spite of the opposition, but because of it. The Lord demonstrated His power by confirming the
message of his grace by enabling them to do miraculous signs and wonders.

14:4. Notice Paul and Barnabas are called apostles. Apostle literally means one sent forth. Only here and in 14:14 is this term
used to refer to anyone other than the original twelve apostles.

14:5. Eventually the opposition party developed a plot to harm the missionaries. The word translated plot literally means a
violent impulse or assault. They intended bodily harm against Paul and Barnabas, desiring to mistreat them and stone them.
Mob violence was planned against the Lord’s servants.

14:6-7. Somehow the two apostles discovered the plot against them and fled the city before the plan could be implemented.
They journeyed to the Lycaonian cities of Lystra and Derbe. Some may contend this was not an appropriate response by the
missionaries. Sometimes the Lord does call missionaries to martyrdom, but on other occasions He calls them to seek safety
and resume their work later.

ACTS 16:6-10

16:6-10. Paul’s group left the area of Paul’s first mission and started north (through central Turkey). Paul would have turned
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west into the province of Asia over to the coast where the populous city of Ephesus was located. The Spirit prevented this. So
Paul continued north, this time headed for the province of Bithynia with its towns along the coast of the Black Sea. Again,
Paul was prevented by the Spirit (v. 7). He finally ended up on the Aegean coast at Troas, and there he discovered where he
was being led.

ACTS 20:17-38

Paul’s Miletus address is the only major speech of Paul which Luke recorded for his third missionary period. It is the only
speech in Acts addressed to a Christian audience and as such is the most like Paul’s epistles, which were also addressed to
Christians. It can be outlined in four parts.

First, Paul pointed to his past example during his three-year ministry in Ephesus. He emphasized his witness to both Jews and
Gentiles in the face of constant opposition. Second, he pointed to his own present prospects. He was on his way to Jerusalem,
led by the Spirit, aware that he was facing real danger. He was saying his farewell to Ephesus; he would not be returning
there. Third, Paul looked toward the more distant future of the Ephesian church. He warned the church that “fierce wolves”
would come and ravage the flock. (His prediction did indeed come true, as false teachings constantly besieged Ephesus in
later years [e.g., Rev. 2:6]). Finally, Paul offered a benediction for the church and a reminder of how he had always avoided
greed in his ministry to them, urging them to follow his example. He concluded with Jesus’ saying that it is more blessed to
give than to receive. This saying is only found here.
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