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MAIN POINT

Following Jesus means being a disciple who makes disciples.

INTRODUCTION

What does it mean to be a Christian? Upon what do you base your answer?

What are the primary goals Christians should strive to achieve while living and working in the world?

An astounding 4 out of 5 American adults profess to be Christians with half of all questioned claiming to be “born again”
Christians. But many surveyed also indicated they rarely attended worship at a church, did not believe the Bible to be
completely true, and did not allow their beliefs to affect their lives. Can all of these people really be Christians? In Matthew 7,
Jesus said not everyone who says “Lord, Lord!” will enter the kingdom of heaven. Jesus will tell “many” “depart from me”. We
must ask ourselves the difficult question: Am I truly a Christian? And if so, how do I know? A true believer is one who follows
Christ. We know we are following Christ if we are disciples who make disciples.

UNDERSTANDING

 
Read Matthew 1:1. What did Matthew mean when he wrote Jesus was the Son of David, the Son of Abraham?

In the bible Jesus is spoken of as occupying numerous positions such as shepherd, judge, king, the new Adam, and
the true Israel. How do these titles help us better understand the savior we are being called to follow?

Jesus said to His disciples, “follow me.” But before we can follow, we must determine who we are following, which Matthew
disclosed over the first four chapters of his gospel account. Jesus is in the line of the king (Son of David) and the promise of
God (Son of Abraham). Jesus is the sovereign Lord of the universe and the Savior of mankind. When you truly grasp who Jesus
is, it is remarkably clear that a God like this is clearly and absolutely worthy of far more than casual association.

READ MATTHEW 4:18-22.

What strikes you as odd or unexpected about Jesus’ first encounter with His disciples?

According to verse 20, how quickly did Peter and Andrew respond to Jesus call? How does this illustrate radical
abandonment to Jesus?
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What all did these early disciples give up in order to follow Jesus? What have you given up to follow Jesus?

When did you first realize it was worth losing everything to follow Jesus?

“To follow Jesus means to live with radical abandonment.” Peter, Andrew, James, and John immediately left their careers, their
possessions, and their families to follow Jesus. When we follow Jesus we cannot always be sure where we’re going, but we
always know who we are with. Jesus is worthy of our absolute devotion. The greatest cause we can give our lives to is His.

Who were Peter, Andrew, James, and John before they met Jesus? Who did Jesus cause them to become?

Why did Jesus choose to use ordinary people to build His kingdom when He could have chosen anyone? Does this
mean God needs us? Why or why not?

According to John 15:5, why did Jesus choose us, and what has He chosen us to do?

The men in these verses were ordinary, rural, uneducated fishermen from a small town, yet Jesus chose these four men to
help accomplish His mission. They had no set of impressive skills or qualifications, but Jesus called them and they answered.
In the first century, followers typically approached a rabbi and requested to follow him, but Jesus inverted that model. He
chose His disciples. Likewise, God doesn’t need any of us to accomplish His mission, but He chose to involve us in His work.

To follow Jesus is to live with urgent obedience to His mission. Practically, what does urgent obedience to Jesus’
mission look like?

What does it mean to be a fisher of men? What is the mission of every disciple of Jesus Christ?

The word translated “disciple” in is used in the New Testament over 250 times to refer to committed disciples like
Peter and John, but also the crowds following Jesus for a short time. What is the biggest difference between these
two groups?

The call to be a fisher of men is not a suggestion for a limited few, but the whole mission of the kingdom of God. Every
disciple of Jesus Christ is command to make disciples of Jesus Christ. For Peter, Andrew, James, and John urgent obedience to
this call meant leaving their family and livelihood. While Jesus does not call all people to leave loved ones and careers
behind, He does call each of us to make His mission the center of our lives.

APPLICATION

How do the Scripture passages we have studied apply directly to their lives.

Peter, Andrew, James, and John gave up everything to follow Jesus. How do we determine what we must give up in
order to follow Jesus?

A significant part of repentance is to renounce yourself. What do you need to renounce to be fully devoted to
Jesus?

How are you obeying Jesus’ command to make disciples? What does disciple making look like in your life?
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PRAY

Thank Jesus for choosing you to follow Him. Pray that He would give you boldness and confidence to
become a fisher of men. Ask that God would make you a disciple who makes disciples.

 

COMMENTARY

MATTHEW 4:18-22.

4:18. Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee when He encountered Andrew and Peter, described here as
Simon, who was called Peter. This statement likely means that Simon by this point had already received the nickname “the
Rock.” When Jesus walked up to the two men, they were standing either on the shore or in the water and throwing a circular
casting net. After throwing the net into the water, the fishermen would drag the net with the trapped fish to land.

4:19. “Follow Me,” Jesus called out to Peter and Andrew. Prior to this time, Andrew and Peter had not devoted themselves
exclusively to following Jesus. From this point on, they gave themselves full-time to serving their Master.

Following Jesus as disciples involved a number of things, according to the custom of the time. First, becoming Jesus’ disciples
meant accepting Him as their Master. Whatever He commanded, Peter and Andrew would do. Such commitment required
faith in the One to whom they were committing themselves. Second, it meant letting Jesus teach them orally. The two men
would spend much time listening to Jesus teach and memorizing His lectures word for word in the manner of the day. This
memorization of the Master’s teaching would later become the basis of Jesus’ teaching portions in the four Gospels. Third,
Andrew and Peter would become disciples by watching Jesus’ actions. They would live with Him and come to know Him
intimately. Fourth, they would join Jesus in His mission to the world.

4:20-22. “And I will make you fishers of men!” Jesus concluded. A disciple is one who studies under a teacher. Peter and
Andrew were being called to go beyond mere study to become laborers alongside Jesus. Jesus called them to a change of
vocations. No longer would they devote themselves to the trade of commercial fishing. From this point on, the brothers
would cast a net for their Master to draw others to Him. The words “make you” indicate that Jesus Himself would equip them
for the work to which He was calling them. This promise foreshadows the two fishermen’s later commissioning as apostles
(Matt. 10:1-5).
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