
	
	

	

Sermon	on	the	Mount	 1	 Lesson	1	

Series:	Living	as	Citizens	of	the	Kingdom	of	God	

“The	Manifesto	of	the	King”	
The Sermon on the Mount (SOM) is the most quoted section of the Bible, next to the Ten Commandments. It 
contains the Golden Rule (Matt 7:12), the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-15) and one of the most misunderstood 
portions of scripture (Matthew 7:1-6). In the sermon, Jesus frankly comments about divorce and remarriage, 
his solution for anger and anxiety and the true characteristics of his followers, characteristics which are almost 
universally rejected today. Most people like the Sermon on the Mount because they do not really know what it 
says.  The SOM is also recorded in the gospel of Luke (Luke 6:17-49). Between the two records, Matthew 
contains more of the sermon. Consequently, this series will concentrate on Matthew’s record of the Sermon on 
the Mount. 

Background. The gospel of Matthew presents 
Jesus as the king of the kingdom of Heaven. It 
shows the Old Testament prophecies about the 
Messiah, the Christ, are fulfilled in Jesus. The 
first two chapters of Matthew reveal Jesus’ 
ancestors, his parents, his birth, and his return 
from Egypt to Nazareth (Matthew 2:22-23). 
Matthew skips Jesus’ childhood, which is 
recorded in Luke (Luke 2:41-52). Both Matthew 
and Luke tell us that Jesus started His ministry 
after His baptism by John the Baptist (Luke 
3:21-23), and began preaching “Repent for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand (Matthew 4:17).” 
Matthew summarizes the calling of Jesus’ 
disciples, the twelve apostles, and Jesus’ 
awesome healing ministry (Matthew 4:18-25). 

Setting. In preparation for Jesus’ sermon the 
next day, He went up on a mountain 
apparently to get away from the crowds – to be 
by Himself – so that He could pray to the 

Father (Luke 6:12). In the morning, Jesus came 
down the mountain (Matthew 5:1; Luke 6:17) 
and He met a great crowd of His disciples and a 
great many people. The crowd tried to touch 
Him and many succeeded. Those who did 
touch Him were healed instantly because 
power was flowing from Him (Luke 6:19). 
Today, we could ask, why are you reading this? 
To be healed? To see Jesus? To hear Jesus? The 
crowds came too. They came to hear Jesus. 
Jesus desires seekers, those who truly long to 
know Him more and more. 

Matthew and Luke both tell us that Jesus 
descended the mountain and stood on a plateau 
of the mountainside. Apparently, the people sat 
on the mountainside so they could look down 
on Jesus. They created an outdoor amphitheater 
and Jesus began to teach saying… (Read 
Matthew 5:1-7:29)
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The SOM is Jesus’ first major message in the gospel of Matthew (Matthew 5:1-7:29). It is the first 
of a series of five sermons related to discipleship (see diagram below). The ending of each mini-
sermon is easy to spot since they end with the words “Jesus had finished (Matthew 7:28; 11:1; 
13:53; 19:1;26:1).”   
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Sermon on the Mount (SOM) – is found only in Matthew and Luke as stated earlier. The gospels 
of Matthew, Mark and Luke contain a lot of common material. These three gospels are called 
the Synoptic Gospels – three voices. The Holy Spirit did this to present different pictures of 
Jesus. The diagram below shows how much overlap there is between the gospels. The Sermon 
on the Mount, 111 verses, is part of the 250 common verses occurring in Matthew and Luke.		
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Theme: Kingdom Of Heaven 

Just before Jesus was hung on a cross, the Roman governor, Pilate, who had control over all 
Judea asked Jesus if he was the King of the Jews (John 18:33). After awhile Jesus responded 
saying “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be 
fighting, that I would not be delivered up to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm (John 
18:36, NASB).” 

This kingdom that Jesus refers to is called the 
Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God in the 
gospels. It is a spiritual kingdom (Heb. 1:8). The 
phrase “Kingdom of Heaven” occurs 16 times in the 
Gospel of Matthew. The phrase King of God occurs 3 
times in Matthew, 4 times in Mark, 16 times in Luke 
and once in John. What is interesting is that the phrase 
Kingdom of Heaven occurs only in Matthew. 

The kingdom of Heaven and kingdom of God do not 
describe different kingdoms but the same kingdom. 
The Jewish rabbis used the two terms interchangeably. 
The word heaven was frequently substituted for God 
to minimize using the sacred name “God.” 

A through search of all relevant gospel references to 
the Kingdom of God (Mt 6:33; 21:31; 21:43; Mk 1:15; 
9:47; 10:14; 15:43;Lu 8:1;8:10; 9:2; 9:1; 9:60; 
9:62;10:9;12:3;13:18;13:20; 13:28; 13:29; 16:16; 17:21; 
18:24; 19:11; 23:51; Joh 3:5) and the Kingdom of 
Heaven (Mt 5:19; 5:20; 8:11; 10:7; 11:12; 13:31; 13:33; 
13:44; 13:52; 16:19; 18:1; 18:3; 19:12; 19:14; 23:13;25:1; 
25:14) will reveal that the Jews considered the phrases 
to refer to the same concept. 

The “Kingdom of God” is a reminder of who sits on 
the throne of this kingdom and the “Kingdom of 
Heaven” reminds us where the throne is located. 
According to Matthew, Mark and Luke the kingdom 
exists now (Matthew 12:28;Mark 9:1; Luke 17:21) and 
in the future (Luke 13:29). And even though the 
kingdom is not of this world (John 18:33-37) it is 
within us (Luke 17:21). 

The kingdom population is growing (Matthew 13:31-
32) since all have the opportunity to live in the kingdom if they trust in Jesus Christ for the 

SOM	DIVISIONS	
A. THE "CITIZENS" OF THE 
KINGDOM... 

      1. Their character and blessedness - 
Mt 5:3-12 

      2. Their relation to the world - Mt 
5:13-16 

B. THE "RIGHTEOUSNESS" OF 
THE KINGDOM... 

      1. In contrast to the "traditional 
interpretations and applications" of the 
Law - Mt 5:17-48 

      2. With respect to man's relation to 
God - Mt 6:1-33 

      3. With respect to man's relation to 
man - Mt 7:1-12 

C. THE "EXHORTATION TO 
ENTER" THE KINGDOM... 

      1. The "beginning" of the way - Mt 
7:13-14 

      2. The "progress" along the way - Mt 
7:15-20 

      3. The "end" of the way - Mt 7:21-27 

         a. Contrasting "sayers" with "doers" 
21-23 

         b. Contrasting "hearers" with 
"doers" 24-27 
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forgiveness of their sins (Matt. 18:3; John 3:5). For Jesus came saying, “Repent for the Kingdom 
of Heaven is at hand (Matthew 4:17). You see it was offered to everyone. Yet, ONLY Jesus’ 
disciples will ultimately enter this spiritual kingdom (Matthew 19:23-24; Mark 10:25-26; Luke 
18:24-25). 

We will know and see Abraham, Issac and Jacob in the kingdom (Matthew 8:11). There are 
those who will be great in the kingdom and those there will be least (Matthew 5:19; 18:1-4). 

It’s king is God. It exists everywhere. It will someday be on earth for a short period of time (Acts 
1:3-7; Rev. 20:1-6). Those who are His disciples will live in it forever. But best of all we will live 
with God. 

Conclusion 

In light of the SOM theme it has 
been called by some "THE 
MAGNA CARTA OF HIS 
KINGDOM;" and by others, "THE 
MANIFESTO OF THE KING." 

Our study of the SOM will include 
all the references found in 
Matthew 5:1-7:28 and Luke 6:17-
49. We want to hear all of Jesus’ 
words and we want to see 
ourselves as we really are. The 
Sermon on the Mount is for those 
who claim to be Jesus’ disciples. 
We will see our true selves in the 
beatitudes and the living words 
that follow. This is going to be an 
exciting series as Jesus speaks to 
us. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	 3		 JESUS	ANSWERED	AND	SAID	TO	
HIM,	“TRULY,	TRULY,	I	SAY	TO	YOU,	UNLESS	ONE	
IS	BORN	AGAIN	HE	CANNOT	SEE	THE	KINGDOM	
OF	GOD.”	

	 4		 NICODEMUS	*SAID	TO	HIM,	“HOW	
CAN	A	MAN	BE	BORN	WHEN	HE	IS	OLD?	HE	
CANNOT	ENTER	A	SECOND	TIME	INTO	HIS	
MOTHER’S	WOMB	AND	BE	BORN,	CAN	HE?”	

	 5		 JESUS	ANSWERED,	“TRULY,	TRULY,	I	
SAY	TO	YOU,	UNLESS	ONE	IS	BORN	OF	WATER	
AND	THE	SPIRIT	HE	CANNOT	ENTER	INTO	THE	
KINGDOM	OF	GOD…”	

	


