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Series:	  Living	  as	  Citizens	  of	  the	  Kingdom	  of	  God	  

“Like  Father,  Like  Son”  
Blessed	  are	  the	  peacemakers,	  for	  they	  shall	  be	  called	  sons	  of	  God.	  (NASB)	  Matt.	  5:9	  

One of the outstanding qualities of the Bible is its freshness and vitality, the fact that it is always up to 
date and is applicable in any age. Was there ever a passage more needed by our age than this beatitude: 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God” (Matthew 5:9)? Regardless of when 
this passage is studied, strangers will be killing strangers, neighbors will be killing neighbors, brothers 
will be killing brothers, religious factions will be trying to destroy each other, and nations will be trying 
to eradicate other nations. In the midst of hatred and strife, this beatitude comes as a refreshing breeze: 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” 

SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT 

After reading the Sermon on the Mount, 
some have thought that Jesus was a pacifist 
– someone who yielded to everyone. Why? 
Because Jesus encouraged His listeners to 
not murder, nor be angry, or hate (Matthew 
5:21-26). In Matthew 5:38-42 He calls us to 
defer to others with 

You have heard that it was said, “AN EYE 
FOR AN EYE, AND A TOOTH FOR A 
TOOTH.” But I say to you, do not resist him 
who is evil; but whoever slaps you on your 
right cheek, turn to him the other also. And 
if anyone wants to sue you, and take your 
shirt, let him have your coat also. And 
whoever shall force you to go one mile, go 
with him two. Give to him who asks of you, 
and do not turn away from him who wants 
to borrow from you. (NASB) Matthew 5:38-
42 

Was Jesus a pacifist? Listen to Him in 
Matthew 10:34, 

Do not think that I came to bring peace on 
the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but 
a sword. (NASB) Matthew 10:34 

Or, how about 

Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, 
Bethsaida! And you, Capernaum, will you 

be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go 
down to the depths. (NIV) Matthew 11:21-
23 

Speaking of the religious leaders of His day, 
He said, 

Woe to you, because you are like unmarked 
graves, which men walk over without 
knowing it. (NIV) Luke 11:44 

Do these sound like the words of a pacifist? 
These are words that can incite anger. If 
Jesus is not a pacifist, what does He mean 
by “peacemaker”? The answer is not in the 
English reading Bible. The answer lies in the 
Greek word Jesus uses for peacemaker – a 
rare Greek word that ONLY occurs here in 
Matthew 5:9. The Greek word that Jesus 
used for peacemaker is EIRENOPOIOS. The 
word refers to a person who restores peace 
between people. This individual is a “peace-
seeker.” The Greek word has the idea of 
“one who restores peace, favors good 
understanding, settles quarrels and stops 
conflicts.” A peacemaker is one who comes 
alongside, who seeks to understand the 
reasons of the conflict and helps two people 
to come to peace (see Proverbs 6:16-19). 
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THE PEACEMAKER 

Who is the real peacemaker? The Bible 
teaches that Jesus is the real peacemaker. He 
is our example. Read the following 
passages. 

• Isaiah 9:6 
• Luke 2:14 
• John 14:27 

God gives us peace. How? And what kind 
of peace? Jesus gives the answer in Luke 
7:48, 50 when He tells a woman, 

Your sins have been forgiven . . . Your faith has 
saved you; go in peace. (NASB) Luke 7:48, 50 

That woman was spiritually at war with 
God (Romans 5:1, 10-11) until she met Jesus 
who forgave her sins and gave her peace 
with God. Only Jesus is the real 
peacemaker. He is the Prince of Peace 
(Isaiah 9:6), and He sets people free from 
their sins. Are you at peace with God? Have 
you been rescued from the penalty of your 
sin? Do you have peace in your heart? 

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 

If so then you are to emulate Christ and 
become a peacemaker.  In this beatitude you 
and I are challenged to be like God and 
Jesus.  “Pursue peace with all men” (Hebrews 
12:14; see 2 Timothy 2:22; 2 Corinthians 
13:11; Romans 14:19).  

Considering Paul’s instructions, if you 
made a list of “things which make for 
peace” and things which break the peace, 
what would you include in your list? 
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 

“. . . FOR THEY SHALL BE CALLED  

SONS OF GOD.” 

As has been the case in all the Beatitudes, 
the primary source of the blessedness or 
happiness of peacemakers is found in the 
promise: “For they shall be called sons of 
God.” The term is used here in a generic 
sense to refer to both males and females, 
both sons and daughters of God. What a 
wonderful promise this is: to be called sons 
and daughters of God, to be sons and 
daughters of the King, to be sons and 
daughters of the Creator of the universe! 

The promise is exciting, but we need to 
understand the implications in the phrase 
“sons of God.” “Son of” was a Hebrew 
expression meaning “partaking of the 
nature of.” Barnabas was called the “Son of 
Encouragement” (Acts 4:36) because it was 
his nature to encourage others. “Sons of 
God” implies those who partake of the 
nature of God. We have an expression: 
“Like father, like son.” In our text the 
phrase “sons of God” specifically refers to 
those who partake of God’s nature to be a 
peacemaker

	  

Hugo	  McCord	  wrote,	  “By	  creation	  all	  
men	  are	  “sons	  of	  God”	  (Gen.	  6:2;	  	  Luke	  	  
3:38).	  	  But,	  	  snared	  	  by	  	  Satan,	  	  humans	  
like	  some	  angels	  “kept	  not	  their	  first	  
estate”	  (Jude	  	  6)	  	  and	  	  have	  	  now	  	  
properly	  	  and	  	  divinely	  been	  	  
denominated	  	  children	  	  of	  	  the	  	  devil	  	  
(John	  8:44;	  Acts	  13:10).	  If,	  however,	  we	  
are	  peacemakers,	  we	  will	  be	  called	  “sons	  
of	  God.”	  


