
 

SUMMIT DISCIPLE'S  STUDY GUIDE

 
"THE ROCK" | MT. PISGAH MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
QUICK STUDY
SENT OUT
ACTS 13
08/24/2016

SUMMIT VIEW OF THE MAIN POINT

The church is sent out by the Holy Spirit to spread the good news of Jesus Christ.

ICE BREAKER / INTRODUCTION

 

Are all Christians called to share the gospel? Why or why not?

If we’re commanded to tell the story of Jesus to others, why do we avoid the task?

What do we learn about God from His desire to be known and to use us to make His name known?

When we think about what makes for a truly transformational church, a heart for the spread of the gospel is essential. If
we’re going to play an active part in kingdom building, then we must be sensitive to God’s leadership and go where He
tells us to go. But this isn’t possible if we aren’t listening to Him and seeking His will for our lives. Following Christ
means we give up our rights to our plans and ambitions. Instead, we say to Jesus, “Where you send, I’ll go.”

GETTING AN UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

READ ACTS 13:1-3.

PART 1 - 8/24/16

What was the scene when the Holy Spirit spoke to the leaders at Antioch? How do you think He may have
spoken? How does He speak today?

What role does the Holy Spirit play in our fulfillment of God’s vision for the gospel?

The Spirit clearly designated whom He wanted the church to send out as missionaries. He said, “Set apart for me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” It is God who selects and calls those He chooses to cross
geographic and cultural boundaries with the good news of the gospel. The church at Antioch recognized that the Lord
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had called these two men for His special work. Recognizing and answering the Lord’s call began with the individual
believer. The church, however, played an important role in commissioning the missionaries whom the Lord had called.

What evidence of the Antioch church’s spiritual and ministerial growth do you see in this passage?

For what specific purpose has God set you apart? For what purposes has He set our church apart?

At the Spirit’s direction, the Antioch church commissioned Barnabas and Paul as missionaries (see 13:1-3). The
missionaries’ journey took them to Pisidian Antioch. Following their established method of evangelism, Paul and
Barnabas went to the synagogue on the Sabbath. Acts 13:16-41 is Paul’s first recorded sermon.

 

READ ACTS 13:16-43.

PART 2 - 8/31/16

From verses 17-23, list all the things Paul says God has done. How do God’s actions prepare the way for Paul
to speak about Jesus in verse 23?

Look again at your list of actions. What do these things say about who God is, what He has done, and how He
has provided for us?

After establishing God’s control of history, Paul wanted to define the line of Messiah. The Jews in this synagogue would
have picked up on the prophecies of Messiah. Paul chose to make the connection of Jesus to the Messiah with apparent
emphasis on 2 Samuel 7:6-16.

What were the key elements of Paul’s gospel presentation in verses 28-37?

In verses 38-39, what does Paul say is the central meaning of the resurrection?

Throughout this section, Paul presents a fourfold Christian confession not unlike that which appears in 1 Corinthians
15:3-5: (1) Jesus was crucified. (2) He was buried in a tomb. (3) God raised Him from the dead. (4) He was seen by many
witnesses. God kept His promise; the gospel has come, and the signature of that promise rests in the resurrection. What
did that have to do with the listening crowd? It meant forgiveness of sins was being offered to them. Forgiveness of sins
comes only through Jesus.

How would you explain to an unbeliever the need for forgiveness?

What are some specific ways Paul’s sermon should impact our evangelism efforts today?

READ ACTS 13:44-52.

PART 3 - 9/7/16

What feelings and emotions are created by this sermon in the various groups of people mentioned in verses
42-51? Which response surprises you the most?
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How did Paul persevere in this situation?

Since the Jews rejected the gospel, the missionaries turned to the Gentiles because they were receptive. This answer
defined a pattern Paul would follow throughout his missionary work—preaching first to the Jews and, when they
rejected his message, preaching to the Gentiles. Unfortunately, those who reject the gospel are rejecting eternal life, for
that life is found only in Jesus Christ. Paul and Barnabas had followed the Spirit’s leadership into missionary work.
Because of their obedience, people who had come to Christ rejoiced in their salvation. Also, a new church was planted.
Most importantly for us, we would not be Christians today were it not for the conviction of the early church that the
gospel was for the rest of world.

What influence has Paul’s conviction to go to the Gentiles had on Christian missions and on your own
salvation?

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

How did you come to a faith in Christ? Who followed God’s leading to share the gospel with you?

How can sharing your story and what Christ has done in your life bring glory to God?

If you were to emphasize one central truth about the gospel in your evangelism efforts, what would it be?

Paul knew at the end of his life he would stand before God and give an account of his days. Read Psalm
90:12. How does the truth in this psalm and Paul’s example impact how you see your personal responsibility
to take the gospel to the world?

PRAY

Close in prayer each week, thanking God for His power at work, transforming us into Jesus’ image
and working through us to bring more people to Him.

 

COMMENTARY

ACTS 13

13:1. Prophets and teachers apparently refer to functions and (possibly) offices within the early church. The teachers
continued the apostolic function of transmitting Jesus’ message, while prophets conveyed divine revelation via
interpreting the OT or giving new insights (11:27). This is the only reference in Acts to teachers, although the function of
teacher is described elsewhere in the NT (1Co 12:28-29; Eph 4:11; 1Tim 1:7; 2:7; 3:2; 2Tim 1:11; 2:24). The group of
prophets and teachers was diverse, including people from Africa and Cyrene, and at least one person ( Manaen) who was
connected to Herod’s household.

13:2-3. The routine of the prophets and teachers included ministering to the Lord and fasting. This helps to account for
their openness to the Holy Spirit, who directed them to set aside Barnabas and Saul for a work to which the Spirit had
called them. Barnabas and Saul were confirmed in their calling after a process of fasting, praying, and laying on of
hands. This commissioning marks an important turning point in the history of the church, as Saul and Barnabas were
selected to extend the gospel message beyond Judea and surrounding regions.
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13:16-41. This is Paul’s first public speech and his first missionary speech in the book of Acts. It is the longest speech by
him in a Jewish synagogue, and it probably represents a style of speech he used on many such occasions. Paul recounted
the history of Israel to place the coming of Jesus Christ in historical perspective. He made it clear that the coming of
Jesus was the fulfillment of God’s promise (v. 23), as His resurrection confirmed (v. 33).

13:22-23. According to the promise refers to 2Sam 7:12-16, where God promised through the prophet Nathan that He
would raise up from David a descendant whose throne would be established “forever.”

13:27. Though the prophets were read in synagogues every Sabbath, those in Jerusalem did not recognize that these
words were fulfilled in Jesus. They instead condemned Him, their only hope.

13:30-31. The resurrection of Jesus was confirmed by witnesses who had followed Him from Galilee to Jerusalem. Luke
frequently emphasizes the role of eyewitnesses (1:3; Lk 1:1-4).

13:33. Jesus’ resurrection confirmed that God had fulfilled His promise (citing Ps 2:7).

13:34-35. Others who had been raised from the dead would return to decay, for they were still subject to death. Not
Jesus. He destroyed “the one holding the power of death” (Heb 2:14).

13:38-39. Through Jesus is offered forgiveness of sins, something the law of Moses can never accomplish (Rm 3:20).

13:41. Paul cited Hab 1:5 as a fitting conclusion to his speech. This passage from the prophet referred to the work that
God was doing and recognized that some people would scoff and refuse to believe what God was doing, even if it was
explained to them.

13:42-43. Whether due to the speech’s novelty or their genuine spiritual hunger, the people wanted to hear more. It was
probably in the “downtime” outside the synagogues, in small groups or individual meetings, that Paul and Barnabas
accomplished their most effective teaching.

13:44-45. Keen interest sprang up over the gospel message everywhere Paul and Barnabas went, whether for or against.
Jesus foretold the opposition the evangelists would face (Mk 13:13).

13:46-47. The NT consistently says the gospel message came first to the Jews (e.g., Mk 7:27), though the Gentiles were
anticipated as eventual recipients. Acts shows the same pattern. Early in their missions work, Paul and Barnabas
recognized that their duty was to bring the good news to the Jews first. But Jewish rejection of this message warranted
their taking it to the Gentiles.

13:48. This verse expresses one of the great enigmatic truths of Scripture: all who had been appointed to eternal life
believed. This touches both on God’s election (“appointed”) and the human responsibility to choose (“believed”).

13:49. The whole region was predominantly Gentile. Thus those who were historically “outside” God’s people were
coming to overshadow and redefine God’s people.

13:50. Seeing that the gospel was gaining wide acceptance, the Jewish leaders incited both men and women of status to
reject Barnabas and Paul. This was a familiar tactic (Mt 27:20).

13:51. They shook the dust off their feet, obeying Jesus’ command to His disciples (Lk 10:11).

13:52. Joy is the outward expression of the work of the Holy Spirit within a believer.
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