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1. Administration/Leadership/ Ruling -The special ability in which
the Holy Spirit ministers through a believer to understand
clearly the immediate and long-range goals of a particular unit
of the Body of Christ and to devise and execute effective plans for
the accomplishment of those goals. I Corinthians 12:28

Gift Traits
• Highly values organization and organizational skills
• Able to hear the vision and carry out that vision into reality

by putting the details into a plan of action
• Able to provide clear guidance in order to implement the

plan
• Able to focus on the details of the vision piece by piece,

rather than the big picture
• Goal oriented and task completers

Gift Weaknesses 
• May view others as task completers rather than people
• May show favoritism to those who seem more loyal
• May be unresponsive to suggestions and unwilling to

make changes in plans they have already made
• May not communicate explanations or processes to team

members
• May rely on their well-organized plans rather than the Holy

Spirit and Prayer
• May have a hard time admitting their mistakes

2. Discerning of Spirits -The special ability in which the Holy Spirit
ministers through a believer to know with assurance whether a
certain behavior purported (claiming) to be of God is in reality
of God. I Corinthians 12: 10

Gift Traits
• Able to discern others true spiritual motivation
• Quick to analyze others and their situations for their

spiritual pulse
• Has a profound sense of right and wrong in self and others
• Able to assist others in identifying the root of their spiritual

problems

Gift Weaknesses 
• May be overly judgmental of others and their motives
• May be insensitive to the process needed for real change in a

person's life
• May become an overzealous, sacrilege hunter
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3. Evangelism -The special ability in which the Holy Spirit
ministers through a believer to share the gospel with unbelievers
in such a way that men and women become Jesus' disciples and
responsible members of the Body of Christ. Ephesians 4: 11 -14
Gift Traits

• May have a desire to share the gospel with others at all
times to all people

• Speaks with authority
• Able to communicate the gospel clearly with conviction

and people respond
• Able to communicate the plan of salvation through

scripture and with practical experience

Gift Weaknesses: 
• May become prideful over the number of souls saved from

their sharing
• Can be forceful and overbearing
• May feel personally responsible when people don't accept

Christ
• May try to motivate others by using guilt
• See people as targets and not be sensitive to them as a

person

4. Exhortation -The special ability in-which the Holy Spirit
ministers through a believer to minister words of comfort,
consolation, encouragement and counsel to other members of
the Body in such a way that they feel helped and healed. Romans
12: 8

Gift Traits
• Able to encourage others by communicating specific,

biblical truths resulting in motivating others to practical
application

• Has a desire to motivate people to apply Scripture, not just
learn about it

• May be good at counseling others
• Has a desire to see people reach their full potential in Christ
• Committed to offering specific, practical guidance for

others' spiritual growth
• Has a desire to uplift others
• Has the ability to motivate others towards Godly living

Gift Weaknesses 
• May struggle with follow-through with an individual or
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project because they desire to move on to a new project 
• May focus too much on a person’s potential and not enough 

on a person’s reality 
• May have difficulty listening and jump to conclusions 
• May offer too direct or harsh counsel on one side and be too 

sensitive on the other 
• May question the value of deep study on Christian issues 
• May go too far in trying to motivate while pushing others 

way 

5. Faith -The special ability in which the Holy Spirit ministers 
through a believer to discern with extraordinary confidence 
the will and purposes of God for His work.  I Corinthians 12: 9 

Gift Traits 
• Able to trust God to intervene in supernatural ways 
• Able to be confident that the situation will change for 

the glory of God, even when the situation seems 
impossible 

• Willing to carry out God's will in the midst of 
enormous difficulties and hindrances 

• Willing to yield to God's will rather than question or 
waiver 

• Able to move out in faith even when others are unwilling 

Gift Weaknesses 
• May exercise faith without love 
• May be impatient with others who are more timid 
• Because of blind faith, may set others up for failure 
• May be stubborn and unyielding instead of listening to 

good counsel 
• May see ridicule or constructive criticism of their vision as 

a criticism of God and a hindrance to His work 

6. Giving -The special ability in which the Holy Spirit ministers 
through a believer to contribute their material resources to 
the work of the Lord with liberality and cheerfulness. Romans 
12: 8 

Gift Traits 
• Sensitive to the financial and material needs of others 
• Ability to give freely out of whatever resources are available 

to give 
• See money and possessions as tools to serve God 
• Able to give quietly and confidentially with no public 
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acknowledgement desired 
• Able to give liberally to the church and other causes which 

advance the Kingdom of God 
• Enjoys the responsibility of meeting the financial and 

material needs of others 

Gift Weaknesses 
• May judge the spirituality of others based on the way they 

give or don't give 
• May become prideful over how much they give 
• May become critical of how others spend their money 
• May feel the need to pressure others to give as they give 
• May be easily misled to give to causes which do not further 

the Kingdom of God 
• May neglect needs of their family to support other causes 

first 

7. Healing -The special ability in which the Holy Spirit ministers 
through a believer to serve as human intermediaries through 
whom it pleases God to cure illnesses and restore health 
apart from the use of natural means. I Corinthians 12: 9, 28 

Gift Traits 
• Sensitive to those who suffer 
• Usually the gift of faith accompanies this gift because the 

person believes that Jesus can heal al l physical , 
emotional and spiritual infirmities 

• Willing to pray for all who seek healing 
• Believes God can heal, but also that God may choose not 

to heal because of His greater plan 

Gift Weaknesses 
• Emphasis on God's healing power may lead to the neglect 

of God-given resources in the medical community 
• May become prideful and seek personal gain through the 

exercise of their gift 
• May exaggerate claims of healing to protect or further their 

reputations 
• May feel personally responsible for the failure to heal and 

believe it is their fault and not God's choice 

8. Interpretation -The special ability in which the Holy Spirit 
ministers through a believer to interpret the message of one 
who speaks in tongues. I Corinthians 12:10, 30 
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Gift Traits 
• Interpretation of tongues strengthens, encourages and 

comforts the people of God 
• Receives a clear sense of receiving an interpretation to a 

message spoken in tongues 
• Speaks with authority 

Gift Weaknesses 
• May try to explain messages from God 
• May experience pride when realizing that people listen 
• May relay a message that God did not send 

9. Knowledge -The special ability in which the Holy Spirit 
ministers through a believer to discover accumulate, analyze, 
and clarify information and ideas that are pertinent to the well-
being of the Body.  I Corinthians 12: 8 

Gift Traits 
• Has a clear sense of receiving messages from God 
• May know or understand knowledge what he or she does 

not naturally know or understand 
• Speaks with boldness and authority without having the 

need of approval from others 
• Shows confidence in what they know 
• Unusual sensitivity to the Holy Spirit 
• Words or phrases may appear in their mind 
• Usually introspective thinkers 

Gift Weaknesses 
• May relay a message from their own knowledge instead of 

being lead by the Holy Spirit 
• May not listen fully to the Holy Spirit and share a word 

of knowledge at the wrong time or in the wrong place 
resulting in confusion or inability to receive 

• May experience a false sense of pride due to the attention 
received from the gift 

• May become opinionated 
• May become mystically oriented 

10. Hospitality - the special ability in which the Holy Spirit ministers 
through a believer to joyfully entertain and minister to other 
believers in their home or other venue with a beautiful spirit, 
friendly smile, good attitude, warm welcome, food, and 
fellowship. 

Page 6



Gift Strengths 
• Receives joy from entertaining others 
• Can often be found opening up their homes to other 

believers for fellowship 
• Never meets a stranger 
• Among the first to greet new members and welcome them 

to the fellowship 
• Gets extreme pleasure from taking care of others 

Gift Weaknesses 
• May become offended if their invitation is refused 
• May harbor resentment if their hospitality is not returned in 

kind 
• May consider other believer less spiritual if they do not open 

up their homes 
• May become disgruntled if fellowships do not meet their 

standards 
• May over emphasize fellowship to the neglect of certain 

disciplines 

11. Mercy -The special ability in which the Holy Spirit ministers 
t h ro u g h a b e l i eve r t o f e e l g e n u i n e e m p a t h y a n d 
compassion for individuals (both Christian and non-
Christian) who suffer distressing physical, mental or 
emotional problems, and to translate that compassion into 
cheerfully done deeds that reflect Christ's love and 
alleviate the suffering. Romans 12: 8 

Gift Traits 
• Seeks out ways to help sick, poor, homeless, prisoners, blind, 

elderly, disabled and underprivileged 
• Able to show mercy in a cheerful, self-sacrificing manner 
• Attempts to relieve the source of others' suffering 
• Able to feel the hurts of others and are drawn to help 
• Able to reach out and help people in their misery 

Gift Weaknesses 
• May become over protective of the persons they care for 
• Without realizing, may identify too strongly with those 

who have been hurt, becoming engulfed in their pain 
• May become overly emotional and base decisions solely on 

those emotions May be controlled by their circumstances 
• May allow others to use them 
• May not be able to set appropriate boundaries 
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12. Miracles -The special ability in which the Holy Spirit ministers 
through a believer to serve as human intermediaries through 
whom it pleases God to perform powerful acts that are 
perceived by observers to have altered the ordinary course of 
nature.  I Corinthians 12: 10, 28 

Gift Traits 
• Usually the gift of faith accompanies the gift of miracles 

because a person with the gift of miracles believes God can 
move mountains! 

• God works through them to perform supernatural acts 
• Able to move with authority and boldness 
• Believes God with extraordinary confidence 
• Receives confirmation of the manifestations of supernatural 

signs or wonders 

Gift Weaknesses 
• May claim to have performed miracles, but circumstances 

do not verify it 
• May attempt to produce miracles in their own strength 
• May become prideful and stop relying on the power of God 
• May feel responsible when a miracle doesn't happen 

13. Pastor -The special ability in which the Holy Spirit ministers 
t h ro u g h a b e l i eve r t o a s s u m e a l o n g -t e r m p e r s o n a l 
responsibility to provide for the spiritual welfare of a body of 
believers. Ephesians 4: 11 -14 

Gift Traits 
• Have the desire to see people learn and grow spiritually 

over the long term 
• Has a genuine love and concern for people 
• Has the ability to influence others to their way of thinking 
• Prefers group dynamics over one-on-one relationships 
• Seeks ways to encourage and build others up 
• Has a desire to counsel and guide others 

Gift Weaknesses 
• May experience a false sense of pride due to the attention 

received from the gift 
• May be overly sensitive to the needs of others and has a 

tendency to become a people pleasers with the inability 
to make hard decisions 

• May neglect the nurturing and caring of their immediate 
family 
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• May become too protective of others causing them to be 
dependent instead of independent 

• May be overly protective of others and try to control their 
decisions 

• May determine their self-worth/esteem on the successes or 
failures of others 

• May feel a sense of failure or jealousy when "sheep" go to 
another "flock" 

14. Prophecy -The special ability in which the Holy Spirit ministers 
through a believer to receive and communicate an immediate 
message of God to His people through a divinely anointed 
utterance.  I Corinthians 12: 10,28; Romans 12: 6; Ephesians 4: 11 
-14 

Gift Traits 
• May bring forth pleadings of the cause of God with a sense 

of urgency 
• May bring forth a challenge of people regarding a future 

event or speak with knowledge of present situations 
• May feel the burden of bringing forth a message from God 
• May enjoy speaking publicly 
• May speak with a boldness and authority that commands 

attention 
• O t h e r s m a y b e e n c o u r a g e d , c o m f o r t e d a n d 

strengthened as a result of the message they bring 

Gift Weaknesses 
• May experience a false sense of pride due to the attention 

received from the gift 
• May be condemning, blunt and lack compassion 
• May become angry or impatient with those who do not 

heed the message given 
• May try to bring others into submission through being 

judgmental without allowing the Holy Spirit to bring 
conviction 

• May have difficulty in relationships and interacting with 
people 

15. Service/ Helps -The special ability in which the Holy Spirit 
ministers through a believer to identify the unmet needs 
involved in a task related to God's work, and to make use of 
available resources to meet those needs and help accomplish 
the desired goals.  1 Corinthians 12:28/Romans 12: 7 
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Gift Traits 
• Resourceful in meeting needs 
• Able to offer practical solutions 
• L o v e s t o s e r v e , o f t e n w i t h o u t r e c e i v i n g p u b l i c 

acknowledgement 
• Able to see needs arising before others see them 
• They are the hands of the Body of Christ 

Gift Weaknesses 
• May neglect responsibilities at home to serve others 
• May exclude others from helping by their own desire and 

drive to serve 
• May wear themselves out physically 
• May tie their self-esteem up in doing for others 
• May get over-involved and feel abused 
• May use the gift to get the appreciation of others 
• May go around the proper authority to get tasks done 
• May be pushy 

16. Teaching -The special ability in which the Holy Spirit ministers 
through a believer to communicate information relevant to 
the health and ministry of the Body and its members in such 
a way that others learn.  I Corinthians 12: 8; Ephesians 4:11 -14; 
Romans 12: 7 

Gift Traits 
• Loves the Word of God 
• Enthusiastic about reading the Bible and teaching what 

was learned 
• Able to give clear biblical insight when dealing with 

life situations and circumstances 
• Able to communicate biblical truths so that others learn 

and remember what was taught 
• Able to gather spiritual insights and present them in clear 

ways 
• Able to instruct, reprove, correct and train in righteousness 

(2 Tim 3:16) 

Gift Weaknesses 
• May appear to have all the answers, leaving little room for 

discussion 
• May communicate too much information too quickly 
• May become prideful of their own learning 
• May be too focused on the content to focus on the people 
• May be too critical of others teachings 
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• May talk too much without being able to listen 
• May become impatient with others who disagree 
• If functioning on their own strength, may promote their 

own insight as biblical or authoritative 

17. Tongues -The God-given ability to speak an unlearned foreign 
language. 

I Corinthians 12: 10, 28; Mark 16:17; Acts 2:4 
Gift Traits 
• Strong prayer life 
• Speaks with authority 
• Receives a specific message to be given to the people of 

God, interpretation needed to edify the body of Christ 
(1Cor. 14:26-28). Tongues rely on the gift of interpretation 

Gift Weaknesses 
• May experience pride thinking that this gift makes them 

better Christians than those who do not have this gift. 
• May uplift this gift as being more important than other 

Christian disciplines i.e. exhibiting fruit of the Spirit, 
Reading the Bible, Prayer 

• May not use this gift in love; thus, causing division rather 
than unity 

18. Apostleship - In order to understand the gift of apostleship, we 
must distinguish between the office and the gift as seen in the 
NT. There were requirements for the office of apostle that 
cannot be met today. (See Acts 1:21-22; Gal 1:1) The office of 
apostleship no longer exists, but the “”gift” lives on. There is an 
English word that means basically the same thing as the word 
apostle in the non-technical sense – the word missionary. A 
missionary is “a person sent on a mission.” Many people are 
surprised to find that the word missionary is not found in the 
bible, but its l inguistic equivalent in a word is apostle. The 
gift of apostleship is defined as the special ability in which the 
Holy Spirit ministers through a believer to share the Gospel 
make disciples, and establish churches, cross-culturally. 

Gift Traits 
• Usually strong on teaching, training, and establishing new 

believers 
• Receives special joy from meeting new people with whom 

they share Christ 
• Comfortable around non-believers and new believers 
• Very mission-minded 
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• Adapts easily and quickly to different cultures 
• Ability to learn different languages 
• Ability to relate to people easily in order to lead them to 

salvation 

Gift Weaknesses 
• May be mission minded but often overlook the people 

closest to them 
• May over emphasize mission to the neglect of other 

ministries 
• May be critical of other who are not as mission minded as 

they are 
• May mistake others lack of mission mindedness as a lack of 

concern for others 
• May put them at odds with other church leaders because of 

their mission focus 

19. Wisdom -The special ability in which the Holy Spirit ministers 
through a believer to know the mind of the Holy Spirit in such 
a way as to receive insight into how given knowledge may 
best be applied to specific needs arising in the Body of 
Christ. I Corinthians 12: 8 
Gift Traits 
• Has a good understanding of Biblical truth 
• Able to apply spiritual knowledge in practical ways to 

help in complex problems or issues 
• May be able to reveal the will of God in situations in which 

they had no previous knowledge 
• Able to offer practical help or bring insight as to how to 

solve problems 
• Unusual sensitivity to the Holy Spirit 
• Able to speak with authority 

Gift Weaknesses 
• May rely on their own wisdom instead of God's wisdom 

resulting in ineffective answers 
• May believe they know solutions to all problems when God 

has not spoken 
• May become too busy trying to solve others problems 
• May become prideful when they realize people listen when 

they speak 
• May become upset or impatient with others who do not 

seem to care about the word of wisdom 
• May become mystically oriented 

Page 12



Note: Below are just a few of the others items that may be listed in 
other studies and may be considered by some to be Spiritual Gifts. 

• Celibacy 1 Corinthians 7:7, 32-38 
• Craftsmanship Exodus 31:3 
• Creative Communication Psalm 150:3-5 
• Deliverance Acts 16:16-18 
• Exorcism Luke 10:17-20, Acts 8:5-8 
• Intercession 1 Timothy 2:1-2, Colossians 1:9-12, Luke 2:36-38 
• Martyrdom Acts 7:60, I Corinthians 13:3 
• Missionary Matthew 28: 19-20 
• Volunteer Poverty 1 Corinthians 13:3, Act 2:44-45 

Page 13




