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MAIN POINT

Following Jesus means obeying God’s will for your life, whatever it is and whatever it costs you.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What do you believe is God’s will for your life?

Why do we continually ask the question, “What is God’s will for my life”?

Is that a bad question to ask? Why or why not?

As followers of Christ, we have surrendered the direction of our lives. We do not choose where we live or how we live. We
offer God a blank check for Him to write. Yet a question like, “What is God’s will for my life?” consistently comes up in
Christians circles. It is a good and important question to ask, but a far more important question to ask yourselves is this: “Will
you obey God’s will for your life, no matter what that is?” The clear mission of the church is to make disciples. How that
happens in the life of each individual Christian will look different, but we make disciples and let God determine, where and
how.

 

UNDERSTANDING

 
READ LUKE 9:57-10:3.

What did Jesus ask these men to give up for the call of following Him? Why is Jesus worthy of absolute surrender?

Why are we hesitant to offer Jesus this kind of surrender in our own lives?

What role does desperate prayer play in advancing the message of Christ’s kingdom?

Jesus used a metaphor of sheep among wolves to describe the mission He was sending the disciples on. In what
ways might Jesus’ call be dangerous to us?
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Jesus is worthy of absolute surrender. The call of Jesus is not always easy, but it is always worth it. Jesus may call any of us to
leave behind any earthly relationships or pleasures to follow Him, but we will inherit a kingdom that will never fade. Jesus is
advancing His kingdom and the world is His goal. We do not have time to hesitate.

READ ACTS 1:8-11.

How is Acts 1:8 an outline for the entire book of Acts? What story takes place over the remaining chapters of Acts?

“Every disciple has the same purpose”. What is the purpose of every disciple? How do we know?

What does it mean to be a witness? How are you a witness in the place where God has placed you?

In one sense, “What is God’s will for me life?” is an easy questions because God’s plan for every disciple is the same— every
disciple is a disciple maker and a witnesses. The job of every witness is to express what they have seen, heard, and
experienced. As we go to places Christ has sent us, we honor and obey Christ by sharing what we know about Christ and
calling others to repentance in the power of the Holy Spirit.

How does the Spirit of God empower us to complete the mission of God? What did the Holy Spirit enpower the
disciples to do when He showed up in Acts 2? What does He empower us to do today?

Read Acts 2:37-41. What are the stakes for those who are living and dying without a relationship with Christ? What
power does God’s Word have to save them?

If the stakes are so high, do we have any other option but to make disciples? What keeps you from making
disciples?

Based on the guarantee of God’s Word, our mission will succeed. One day we will all gather around the throne of heaven with
men and women from every language, nation, tribe, and tongue, to worship the lamb (Rev 7:9-10). Christ has given us all that
we need to accomplish this mission. We have been empowered by His Spirit, we are guaranteed success by His Word, and we
can be sure of His return. All He requires is your whole life.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

Is there anything you are withholding from God?

Recall the letter Pastor T read from mission Adoniram Judson requesting marriage from his future wife’s father. Put
yourself in this father’s shoes. How would you respond to such a letter?

Read Matthew 24:14. What motivation do Jesus’ words give the church for reaching the nations? What are you
doing to reach the nations with the gospel?

PRAY

Praise God for sending us on His mission to the nations. Ask Him what in your life you are withholding
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from Him. Give Him your life in worship to His Son and obedience do His call.

 

COMMENTARY

LUKE 9:57-10:3.

9:57-58 Jesus warned this would-be disciple to count the cost before committing to follow Him. After all, even Christ Himself
had no place to call home. To follow Christ is to loosen your grip on the things that normally provide physical and emotional
security.

9:59-60 It is doubtful that this man’s father had already died. If he had, the man would have been involved in burial rites
instead of talking to Jesus. Thus, the man’s words were an excuse to delay, possibly for years, his responsibility to follow Jesus
and spread the news of the kingdom of God.

9:61-62 In 14:26, Jesus made it clear that He must be the top priority in a disciple’s life, even above one’s family. Puts his
hand to the plow and looks back means looking over your shoulder while plowing, making it impossible to plow a straight
furrow. Christians cannot follow Christ by looking back. We must focus on serving Him as we move ahead at His command.

10:1 Though not mentioned in 9:1-6, Jesus had apparently sent out the apostles previously in pairs (see Mk 6:7). In this verse
He sent out 70 other followers to cover Judea with the message of good news in advance of His coming.

10:2 Christ seems to be saying that, as abundant as the spiritual harvest was, the 70 whom He sent out to preach were not
enough. There was need for many more to take the message, and prayers must be offered to meet this need.

10:3 Lambs among wolves was a common metaphor in Judaism for being in a dangerous situation.

ACTS 1:8-11.

1:8 The major focus of the book of Acts is stated in this verse. Jesus said believers would receive power when the Holy Spirit
came upon them, empowering them to be His witnesses in Jerusalem first and then spreading to the ends of the earth. Note
three things about how this unfolds. First, the empowering presence is to be the Holy Spirit, not Jesus Himself. Jesus prepared
His disciples for the transition when the Holy Spirit would come to be a constant presence in His bodily absence. Second, the
growth of the church would come about through the witness of the disciples. From the beginning, the church is depicted as a
community that actively witnesses to their faith in Jesus Christ. Third, the result of this witness will be measurable,
geographical growth. This growth will begin in Jerusalem and then spread through ever-widening concentric circles to other
Jewish areas (e.g., Judea), to areas on the edges of Judaism (e.g., Samaria), and eventually to “the ends of the earth,” which
may refer to the known world of that time, likely coextensive with the reach of the Roman Empire. As new lands and peoples
were discovered in coming centuries, the church understood that it must keep expanding its witness to reach the newfound
“ends of the earth.”

1:9-11 Luke briefly told about Jesus’ ascension in his Gospel (Lk 24:51), and now he provides a somewhat fuller account. A
cloud took Him out recalls the presence of God depicted as a cloud elsewhere (e.g., Ex 13:21-22). Thus Jesus was received by
the Father in fulfillment of His words in Jn 7:33-34. Jesus’ final instructions and ascension to heaven provide overlap and
transition between Luke’s Gospel and the book of Acts. The ascension took place on the Mount of Olives outside Jerusalem
(Ac 1:12). Jesus’ return will be in the same way as He departed—bodily and visibly.
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