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THE SUMMIT VIEW OF THE MAIN POINT

Like the church at Antioch, all churches are to be engaged in the mission of taking the Great
Commission to the nations.

ICEBREAKER / INTRODUCTION

 

Growing up, what did you think about church? How does this thinking influence you now?

Describe church in one word. Do you think someone outside the church would agree or disagree with your
choice? Explain.

Based on what you know about the Book of Acts, in what ways is our church accurately reflecting what God’s
Word says it should be?

GETTING AN UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

READ ACTS 11:1-18.

Acts 11 flows directly out of Peter’s encounter with Cornelius in the previous chapter. What did the people in
Jerusalem charge Peter with upon his return from visiting Cornelius? Why did they respond in the way that they
did?

Take a closer look at Peter’s argument in verses 4-17. How did he defend himself? How did Peter respond to
their concerns while also holding up the truth he had received from the Lord?

Peter left Cornelius’ house and returned to Jerusalem to tell the church what happened in Caesarea. Peter’s response to
their concerns emphasized two things about his encounter: the initiative of God and the approval of the Spirit. Though
Peter was initially hesitant, he ultimately could not withstand the purposes of God. The most compelling evidence is the
gift of the Holy Spirit to the Gentiles. It was this crucial piece of evidence that convinced the church in Jerusalem to
recognize God’s saving work among the Gentiles.
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READ ACTS 11:19-21.

What happened as a result of persecution after Stephen’s death?

Identify the two groups who scattered and who they shared the gospel with. Why is this significant?

Read verse 21 again. How do you interpret the statement, “The Lord’s hand was with them”? Read also Exodus
9:3; Luke 1:66; and Acts 4:30.

From this point on, the book of Acts will focus on the mission of the church at Antioch to the Gentiles. The church at
Antioch is arguably one of the most influential churches, and we do not know their names. What we do know is men from
Cyprus and Cyrene interacted with the Hellenist (or Greek-speaking Gentiles) they met. The ordinary actions of these men
led to the extraordinary spread of the gospel to the known world. They were so effective because “the Lord’s hand was
with them.” In the Bible “the Lord’s hand” expresses God’s power.

READ ACTS 11:22-24.

Why did the church in Jerusalem send Barnabas to investigate what was happening in Antioch?

What do we learn about Barnabas’ character in these verses? What about him led the church at Jerusalem to
select him to report to them?

News of the Gentile conversion reached the mother church in Jerusalem. They sent Barnabas to verify the work of the Holy
Spirit in Antioch. The great commission is a command to make disciples not merely converts. Barnabas went to Antioch to
ensure that this was what was happening much like Peter and John were sent to Samaria (Acts 8:14). The strength of
Barnabas’ character gave the church in Jerusalem confidence in him to evaluate this new work of the Lord in Antioch.

READ ACTS 11:25-26.

Why did Barnabas go get Saul? What does this teach us about the ministry of making disciples?

As those who belong to Christ, what are some of the most important characteristics we should possess? Read 1
Peter 3:8-9 for a few examples.

Saul was a Greek-speaking Jew. His unique background made him ideally suited to do ministry in a city like Antioch.
Barnabas’ willingness to reach out to a man like Saul, a former persecutor of the church, shows great courage and
foresight. These men poured into the lives of these new believers for a year and saw exponential growth. The Antioch
church earned the title of Christians. As they grew and matured in faith, they lived in obedience to Jesus’ Acts 1:8 mandate
to be His witnesses to the world.

READ ACTS 11:27-30.

What need presented itself to the church at Antioch and how did the church respond?

How did sending financial aid to the church in Jerusalem show that the Christians at Antioch were maturing
spiritually? What is the connection between discipleship and giving?
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The reality of a coming famine in Judea gave the Christians in Antioch the opportunity to put their faith into action. The
young believers responded by giving generously to the cause of Christ in the region. Often when stressful events happen
we have the tendency to look inward, but the church in Antioch looked outward and responded boldly to the needs around
them.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

Acts 11 shows believers using natural connections with people around them to share the gospel. Who do you
have a natural connection with that needs to hear the gospel?

What can we learn from the generosity of the church of Antioch? Have you had the experience of receiving a
generous gift given in the name of God? What was your response?

Barnabas was a “son of encouragement.” Do you know any new believers you could encourage in their faith this
week?

PRAY

Thank God for the bold witness of the early believer in Antioch. Pray that He would make us a people
who are passionate for His name to be known by those around us. Ask that He would give us boldness
to share the gospel with all we encounter.

COMMENTARY

ACTS 11

11:1-3. News that Gentiles had welcomed God’s message spread quickly because it was so controversial. Jews who
stressed circumcision felt Peter had compromised God’s laws. This was a recurring source of conflict in the early church,
but, informed as he was by the vision from God, Peter corrected those who argued against inclusion of uncircumcised
Gentiles (vv. 4-18).

11:14-17. The parallel between what happened on Pentecost and among Cornelius’s family proved that God was
bestowing the same gifts on Jewish and Gentile believers. In this light, Peter rightly asks, How could I possibly hinder God?

11:18. They became silent indicates initial caution. These Jewish believers were having to process the same shocking
revelation that had come to Peter at Joppa and then Caesarea (10:9-16,44-48). Eventually, however, they glorified God for
what He had done.

11:19. The Christian mission continued to spread much further afield, including areas well beyond Judea (Phoenicia,
Cyprus, and Antioch).

11:20-21. The evangelization of Antioch was carried out by Cypriot and Cyrenian believers. As a result, Antioch became the
center of the Gentile mission and the church that sent Paul out as a missionary (see chaps. 13 and following).

11:22-24. The spiritual qualities of Barnabas were obvious to the Jerusalem church (4:36-37; 9:27). No wonder they sent
him to Antioch. He was probably sent to determine the genuineness of the conversions taking place there and encourage
them to remain true to the Lord.

11:25. Saul (soon to be Paul, 13:9) had faded from the picture while the evangelization of Antioch moved forward. Once
again Barnabas played a central role in involving Paul in ministry.

11:26. The term Christians probably came from Romans who labeled Jesus’ followers in Antioch “little Christs.” Though it
was likely intended as an offense, the label is actually an honor insomuch as it indicates disciples are living Christlike
lives.

11:28. Agabus was a prophet from Jerusalem who reappears in 21:10. The reign of Claudius ( a.d. 41-54) was marked with
numerous famines in various parts of the Roman Empire. The famine referred to here may have occurred around 46-47,
with the effects of the famine lasting for a number of years after that.
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11:29. The church at Antioch determined to provide relief for the believers in Judea. In so doing, they gave back to the
churches and believers who had brought the gospel to Antioch and abroad in the first place.

11:30. Some object that the early church was loosely organized and dependent on the Spirit and did not have offices such
as elders and deacons at this early date. However, there is abundant evidence that formal offices existed even in the
earliest stages of the church (14:23; 15:2,4,6,22-23; 16:4; 20:17; 21:18; Php 1:1; 1Tim 3:1-13; 4:14; 5:17,19; Titus 1:5-9).
There is nothing contradictory between the early church being filled with the Spirit and having leaders appointed to
various responsibilities. The ministry of Paul was characterized by such a balance.

 

4 of 4


