
Sermon	  On	  The	  Mount	  	   “THE	  ROCK”	  Mt.	  Pisgah	   Lesson	  7	  

Series:	  Living	  as	  Citizens	  of	  the	  Kingdom	  of	  God	  

  “OH  I  Want  to  See  Him”  
Blessed	  are	  the	  pure	  in	  heart,	  for	  they	  shall	  see	  God.	  (NASB)	  Matthew	  5:8	  

We have come to the sixth beatitude which is undoubtedly one of the greatest utterances to be 
found anywhere in the whole realm of Holy Scripture. It is also one of the most challenging 
statements in the Scriptures. As I prepared these lessons, each beatitude made me aware of how 
far short I come of what I should be. However, none indicted me like this one: “Blessed are the 
pure in heart. . . .” Why? Because my bitterest battles are fought in my heart. As we study this 
beatitude, perhaps it will also cause you to fall on your knees in penitence as I did in 
preparation.  

It has been said that in Matthew 5:8 we find the essence of Christianity, for Christianity is first 
and foremost a religion of the heart. Jesus said that we are to love God with all our hearts 
(Matthew 22:37), we are to forgive from the heart (18:35), and we are to receive the Word in “an 
honest and good heart” (Luke 8:15). Paul wrote, “But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of 
sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed” (Romans 
6:17). The importance of religion “from the heart” cannot be overemphasized. God told Samuel, 
“God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 
Samuel 16:7; see Proverbs 21:2). Solomon wrote, “Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from 
it flow the springs of life” (Proverbs 4:23). Many writers believe that when Jesus spoke of being 
pure in heart, He was contrasting true religion with what was practiced as religion in Judaism. 
The Pharisees emphasized outward rituals and ceremonial purity while neglecting the heart. To 
these, Jesus said, “You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you: ‘This people honors Me with their 
lips, but their heart is far away from Me’” (Matthew 15:7, 8; see Isaiah 29:13; Matthew 23:25-28).  

We should not think, however, that the Pharisees are the only ones guilty of giving attention to 
outward appearance while neglecting the heart. As important as outward expressions are, they 
amount to nothing if they are not “from the heart.”  

What is the “Heart?” 

Perhaps we need to take a moment to 
establish what exactly needs to be pure. 
What is the “heart”? In Matthew 5:8 the 
word “heart” is from (kardia), the term from 
which we get “cardiac,” which means “of or 
near the heart.” The physical heart is the 
chief organ of physical life (see Leviticus 
17:11). Therefore, “by an easy transition the 
word came to stand for man’s entire mental 
and moral activity, both the rational and 
emotional elements.”  

(See Luke 10:27; 1 Peter 1:22; Matthew 9:4; 
Hebrews 4:12) The Bible “heart” is the seat 
of man’s affections, his thoughts, and his 
motivations. In our text, the word “heart” 
refers to all that is within an individual. It is 
the center of a person—the center of his 
being and personality. 

What Does It Mean to Be “Pure”? 

Jesus was saying that we must be pure in 
the center of our being. “Pure” is translated 
from (katharos). Katharos is found twenty-
seven times in the New Testament and is 
generally translated “pure” or “clean.” The 
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word can be used to refer to physical or 
ceremonial cleanness (see Matthew 23:25), 
but Jesus had in mind inward cleanness. 
Katharos includes at least three overlapping 
concepts, two of which have already been 
mentioned. They are as follows… 

I do not make top grades on the “cleanness” 
and “purity” heart tests. It is hard to keep 
impure thoughts out of the heart. However, 
where I really fail is in the “singleness” test 
because this has to do with our priorities 
and motives.  

Do you want to examine yourself regarding 
unmixed motives? Then ask yourself 
questions like those that follow. 

• What if I get no recognition for 
working for the Lord? 

• What if others get the credit I 
deserve? 

• What if I am criticized for trying to 
do what is right?  

• When such incidents happen to us, 
are we tempted to quit?  

OH I Want To See Him! 

What does being pure in heart have to do 
with happiness? Everything, specifically, in 
our present text, the blessedness of those 
with pure hearts is tied directly to the 
promise “for they shall see God.” There can 
be no more exciting promise than that. 
According to the customs of ancient 
societies, to come into a king’s presence and 
see his face was the highest of honors. 
According to the Bible, those qualified to 
come into God’s presence are those with 
pure hearts.  David wrote, “Who may 
ascend into the hill of the Lord? And who 
may stand in His holy place? He who has 
clean hands and a pure heart . . .” (Psalm 
24:3, 4). 

The pure in heart are blessed because “they 
shall see God.” In this life we see God with 
the eye of faith; but in the life to come, we 
shall see Him face to face. In this life the 
pure in heart are waiting in the outer room, 
excitedly awaiting an audience with the 
King! 

Pure	  Heart	  
1. “Cleanness.”	  Katharos	  was	  used	  of	  

soiled	  clothing	  which	  has	  been	  
washed	  clean.	  A	  pure	  heart	  is	  a	  
clean	  heart.	  The	  writer	  of	  Hebrews	  
said,	  “Pursue	  peace	  with	  all	  men,	  
and	  the	  sanctification	  [‘holiness’;	  
KJV]	  without	  which	  no	  one	  will	  see	  
the	  Lord”	  (Hebrews	  12:14).	  

2. “Purity.”	  Katharos	  was	  used	  of	  
grain	  that	  had	  been	  winnowed	  so	  
that	  all	  the	  chaff	  had	  blown	  away.	  
Pure	  hearts	  have	  been	  purged	  of	  
impurity.	  David	  prayed,	  “Purify	  me	  
[‘purge	  me’;	  KJV]	  ..	  .	  ,	  and	  I	  shall	  be	  
clean”	  (Psalm	  51:7a).	  	  

3. “Singleness.”	  Pure	  milk	  is	  all	  milk;	  
no	  water	  has	  been	  added.	  Pure	  
gold	  is	  all	  gold;	  any	  inferior	  metals	  
have	  been	  removed.	  A	  pure	  heart	  is	  
not	  filled	  with	  mixed	  motives.	  Bible	  
terms	  used	  to	  describe	  those	  with	  
mixed	  motives	  are	  “double	  
hearted”	  and	  “doubleminded.”	  
Psalms	  speaks	  of	  those	  with	  “a	  
double	  heart”	  (Psalm	  12:2).	  James	  
wrote	  of	  the	  “doubleminded”	  
(James	  4:8).	  	  

	  


